
Commands vs. Preferences vs. Concessions:
Serving God within the Body of New Hope

Think about this…
1. It is impossible to be a healthy church if we disobey God
2. It is impossible to be a healthy church if we value what others want over

what God commands
3. It is impossible to be a healthy church if we do not make concessions
4. It is impossible to be a healthy church if individual members do not do

what God impresses upon them
5. It is impossible to be a healthy church if we do

With this is mind, let’s look at three terms: COMMANDS, PREFERENCES, &
CONCESSIONS

Commands: God’s mandates for the church
1. We are to Love Him Above All Else (Mark 12:30)
2. We are to Love Others as Ourselves (Mark 12:31)
3. We are to Live as Disciples (Matt. 16:24-26)
4. We are to Make Disciples throughout the World (Matt. 28:18-20)

Preferences: A liking of one (non-sinful) thing over another
1. Qualities of a preference:

a. Personal and Subjective
b. Usually an option among options
c. Unable to demand involvement unless one is in a position of authority
d. Unable to make others like it, others must choose to like it themselves.

2. Within the church, our preferences surface in the following: STRATEGY
a. In our understanding of WHY we obey (theology/philosophy)
b. In our understanding of HOW we obey (method)
c. In our understanding of WHERE we obey (location)
d. In our understanding of WHEN we obey (timing)
e. In our understanding of WHAT resources we use (materials)
f. In our understanding of WHEN we have obeyed (completion)
g. In our understanding of what satisfies us (joy/happiness/pleasure)

3. Preferences are not EVIL; however, they are not necessarily GOOD!



4. Preferences are PRIMARILY INDIVIDUAL, the CHURCH is a CORPORATE
body. Therefore:

a. Personal Preferences are ALWAYS secondary/subservient to the
commands of Scripture for the Corporate Church

b. Personal Preferences are ALWAYS secondary/subservient to the direction
of leadership for the Corporate Church

c. Personal Preferences are ALWAYS secondary/subservient to logical use
and stewardship of the resources of the Corporate Church

5. However, personal preferences play a vital role within the church:
a. While God has not called you to LEAD the church, He has called you and

impassioned you to serve Him
b. While God has not called you to DEMAND from the church, He has called

you and impassioned you to produce within the church.

The truth is that God has allowed you to hold your passions for two very different
reasons:

1. The Good: God impassioned and equipped you to serve Him
2. The Ugly: God has equipped you to crucify your self-interest to take His!

This thought brings us to our next major point….

Concessions: The preferences we sacrifice for the preferences of others

Philippians 2: 1-13

1Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any
fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2make my joy complete by being
of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3Do
nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility consider one another as
more important than yourselves; 4do not merely look out for your own personal interests,
but also for the interests of others. 5Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in
Christ Jesus, 6who, as He already existed in the form of God, did not consider equality
with God something to be grasped, 7but emptied Himself by taking the form of a
bond-servant and being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in appearance as a
man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death: death on a cross.
9For this reason also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is
above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who
are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and that every tongue will confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.12So then, my beloved, just as you have
always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out
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your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, both to
desire and to work for His good pleasure.

A few things Concessions are:
1. Concessions are COMMANDED by God--He is the ultimate example
2. Concessions are intended to foster UNITY--we strive for harmony
3. Concessions are a demonstration of HUMILITY--we promote others
4. Concessions are a act of WORSHIP that glorifies God--we focus on God
5. Concessions are sacrifices--we will feel the pain
6. Concessions are targeted--we want people to worship Jesus

A few things Concessions are not:
1. Concessions are not applied to primary doctrines--we do not modify God’s word!
2. Concessions are not applied to prohibitions--we do not embrace sin!
3. Concessions are not applied to commandments--we do not disobey!
4. Concessions are not made for purposes of manipulation and favors

So… what does this mean for us at New Hope?

First, the scope of our ministry is narrow--but we hope the Lord expands it.
1. We cannot do everything we want to do at the moment, but we can obey Him.
2. We can prayerfully ask the Lord to open additional doors while walking through

the ones that are open at the moment.
3. We can humbly participate in present ministries instead of merely submitting

“great ideas”--this can  be a form of passive-aggressive rebellion.
4. Think about this…

a. If we are not faithful to serve God now, what makes us think we will serve
God when it is more time, resource, and strength consuming?

b. If we are not faithful to love those in the church, why are we going to
others? What do we think will happen if they come?

Secondly, we have the framework in place to glorify God--will we?
1. We can Love Him through Praise, Prayer, and Proclamation both individually and

corporately
2. We can Love each other through intense participation in D-Groups and Core

Groups
3. We can Love the world by preaching the gospel through

a. Interpersonal Relationships
b. Engaging the struggling through the Salvation Army and ReachOut

Pregnancy Center
c. Engaging the lost through Send Relief and For His Kingdom
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